The development of rabbit ovarian follicles following copulation.
The morphologic development of rabbit ovarian follicles was studied by means of light and electron microscopy 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 hours after copulation. The progressive changes at the apex of the follicle included extensive edema, hyperemia, and rupture of blood vessels, and then rupture of the follicular wall. Ovulation occurred when the cohesive forces in the cellular layers of the follicular apex became less than the physical forces within the follicle. Most of the morphologic changes in the follicle as it approached ovulation could be related to the effects of locally produced estrogens.